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BTV98 offers programming designed to    

inform and educate the citizens and visitors 

of Bonita Springs. Broadcasts of City    

meetings are scheduled to play throughout 

the week. Check www.bonitatv.org for up to 

date listings. 

 

Inside this issue 

BTV……………..……….2 

Council on the ….…….3 

Move 

Economic ......……..... 4 

Development 

Veterans Day…. ..…..  6 

Parks & Rec ……….…..7 

Calendar ……..……….10 

Cane Toads  ………….11 

Community  ………….12 

Development 

Downtown Project  ..13 

2 

- Beautiful Imperial River - 



 

Council on the Move 
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Estero Councilman Ribble, Bonita 
Springs Councilman Fred Forbes, 
Mayor Simmons, Councilwoman 
Quaremba and Commissioner Kiker 
attended a Save Our Water Summit 
with hundreds of leaders and clean 
water advocates from around the 
state of Florida. 

Council joined Representative 
Heather Fitzenhagen to show 
support for the Now or 
Neverglades Declaration. 

Now or Neverglades Tour Bus 
stop at City Hall. 

Mayor Simmons was 
proud to sign the Lake 
Okeechobee Regional 
Compact with Mayor 
Kevin Ruane, Mayor 
Randy Henderson, Mayor 
Marni Sawicki and others 
from around the state. 



Councilman Forbes, Mayor Simmons and 
Governor Scott attended the Governor’s Job 

Announcement at Herc. 

Since the Governor last visited Bonita 
Springs near the end of Fiscal Year 2014: 

All Businesses (New, Expansion, 
Relocation) 

 +927,046 Sq. Ft.  (132% increase since 

FY14) 

 +1,560 Employees  (107% increase 

since FY14) 
New Businesses Only 

 +653,640 Sq. Ft.  (142% increase since 

FY14) 

 +1,145 Employees  (122% increase 

since FY14) 

Economic Development Incentives 

Targeted Industries: 
Internet Technology and Related Services 

Life Sciences 
Aviation 

Corporate Headquarters 
Back Office and Shared Services 

Clean Manufacturing and Green Technologies 
Attractions 

Eco Tourism 



The First Responders Warriors Cup was held Friday, November 
11, 2016 in Bonita Springs at 26740 Pine Avenue on the Veterans 
Field. They played against teams from the Bonita Springs Fire 
Control and Rescue District and the Lee County Sheriff’s Office.  

The Louisville Slugger Warriors Softball Team, represents some of 
our nation’s bravest and most determined heroes, soldiers and 
veterans. These young extremely athletic men sustained severe 
injuries resulting in amputation while serving in the military/
war.  Through extensive rehabilitation, they have become 
competitive athletes again. Their armor now includes prosthetic 
legs and arms, along with extreme perseverance and attitude.  
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The service also included remarks from other 
veterans and officials, musical tributes, Posting of 
the Colors, a fly-over, and release of the doves, 21-
gun salute, and other traditional commemorations. 
The service was organized by the all-volunteer City 
of Bonita Springs Veterans Advisory Committee. 

“Veteran's Day is the time for Americans to 
reconnect with their history and core values by 
honoring those who gave their lives, those who are 
disabled and those who are still serving our great 
country. Veteran's Day is when we honor the ideals 
and values our soldiers stood for and died 
defending,” said Steven Slachta. 

This Veterans Day service included very special 
guest speaker, Curt Watson, an 11-1/2 year 
veteran of the US Navy.  He retired from active 
duty in 1987 as a Lieutenant Commander.  His last 
duty station prior to discharge was Pensacola 
Naval Air Station, Florida. 

He entered the Navy in 1975 and earned his wings 
as a Naval Aviator in 1977. During his time with the 
Navy, Commander Watson acquired over 4,400 
hours of flight time, made over 320 carrier landings 
of which over 100 were in night conditions, during 
deployments in the West Pacific and Indian Ocean 
aboard both the USS Lexington and the USS 
Constellation.  

A 1982 graduate of the Navy’s TOPGUN fighter 
pilot school, Commander Watson was selected to 
join the Navy’s world renowned precision flying 
team, the Blue Angels in 1983 where he flew in 
numerous flight formations including Lead 
Solo.  He spent four years with the unit performing 
in over 70 shows annually behind the controls of 
the Angel’s blue and gold A-4 Skyhawks.    
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The Mayor attended the grand 
opening at Univision-D'Latinos 
to welcome them to Bonita 
Springs. Mayor Simmons 
continues to further outreach to 
our Hispanic Community. One 
of Council's priorities is 
Government Transparency, to 
increase outreach and 
accessibility to citizens. 

Community Outreach 

The Mayor interviewed with Telemundo 
Reporter Marilyn Ponce who covered 
Veterans Day.  Telemundo also promoted 
Bonita Springs Recreation Center’s 
upcoming classes. 

Wed. 12/7/2016 5:30 P.M. City Council Chambers City Council Meeting TELEVISED LIVE   
Thur. 12/8/2016 9:00 A.M. City Council Chambers Local Planning Agency Meeting TELEVISED LIVE 

Mon. 12/12/2016 4:30 P.M. Rm # 118 Tree Advisory Board Meeting 
Tues. 12/13/2016 5:15 P.M. Rm # 118 Art in Public Places  
Thur. 12/15/2016 5:30 P.M. Rm # 118 Street Light Committee Meeting  

Mon. 12/19/2016 9:00 A.M. City Council Chambers City Council Zoning Meeting TELEVISED LIVE      
Mon. 12/19/2016 4:00 P.M. Liles Hotel  Bicycle Pedestrian Meeting 

Wed. 12/21/2016 9:00 A.M. City Council Chambers City Council Workshop - Bike Mobility TELEVISED LIVE  
Mon. 12/26/2016 ALL DAY City Hall Closed  City Hall  Closed in Observance of Christmas Day 
Thur. 12/29/2016 5:30 P.M. Rm # 118 Historical Preservation Board Meeting   

Mon. 1/2/2017 ALL DAY City Hall Closed  City Hall Closed in Observance of New Years Day 
Wed. 1/4/2017 4:00 P.M. City Council Chambers City Council Workshop TELEVISED LIVE  
Wed. 1/4/2017 5:30 P.M. City Council Chambers City Council Meeting TELEVISED LIVE 
Thur. 1/5/2017 1:00 P.M. City Council Chambers Code Enforcement Hearing  
Mon. 1/9/2017 4:30 P.M. Rm # 118 Tree Advisory Board Meeting 
Tues. 1/10/2017 5:15 P.M. Rm # 118 Art in Public Places  
Thur. 1/12/2017 9:00 A.M. City Council Chambers Local Planning Agency Meeting TELEVISED LIVE 

Mon. 1/16/2017 ALL DAY City Hall Closed  Martin Luther King, Jr. Day  
Tues. 1/17/2017 9:00 A.M. City Council Chambers Zoning Board Meeting - TELEVISED LIVE 
Wed. 1/18/2017 9:00 A.M. City Council Chambers City Council Meeting TELEVISED LIVE  
Thur. 1/19/2017 5:30 P.M. Rm # 118 Street Light Committee Meeting  

Mon. 1/23/2017 9:00 A.M. City Council Chambers City Council Zoning Meeting TELEVISED LIVE      
Mon. 1/23/2017 5:30 P.M. Rm # 118 Technology Advisory Board Meeting  
Thur. 1/26/2017 5:30 P.M. Rm # 118 Historical Preservation Board Meeting  
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The City of Bonita Springs Community Development Department now offers the ability to search for 

new projects coming to your community. 

Features include the following: 

 Search by district and/or case type 
 View full description of project and current status 
 View location map of proposed project 
 View files submitted, and more … 

Sample Screenshot of Projects Report 

Visit 

www.cityofbonitaspringscd.org 

to learn more! 
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Project Update 
Old 41 Road and Felts Avenue are nearly 
complete from Wilson Street to Crockett Street.  
Wilson, Reynolds, Childers, Ragsdale, Abernathy, 
Hampton, and Crockett Streets are complete.   
 
Old 41 Road is open from Tennessee Street to 
Terry Street.  From Tennessee Street to Dean 
Street, the roadway is one lane of traffic controlled 
by temporary signals while crews work on the east 
side of the road.  Dean Street is currently under 
construction from Old 41 Road to Felts Avenue.  
This work is expected to be complete by the end of 
the year. 
 
The reconstruction of the Imperial River Bridge 
continues.  The bridge has one lane of traffic 
controlled by temporary traffic signals at Wilson 
Street and the Wonder Gardens.  This work is 
expected to be complete in mid-February. 
 
Works begins January 2017 on Old 41 Road from 
the Imperial River Bridge to south of Terry Street. 
 
Drivers should be aware of construction vehicles 
and equipment entering and exiting all roadways in 
the project area.  The $18.6 million project is 
expected to be complete in fall 2017. 
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Pennsylvania Avenue/Ragsdale Street Roundabout - Before 

Pennsylvania Avenue/Ragsdale Street Roundabout - After 

If you have any questions or concerns during construction, 
please contact the project public information consultant 

Kris Cella, Cella Molnar & Associates, Inc. 

1631 Hendry Street, Fort Myers, FL 33901 

(239) 337-1071, kcella@cella.cc 

Visit the project website at 

www.BonitaSpringsDowntownImprovements.com 


